Bermuda grass (=Star grass), Cynodon dactylon, is a perennial plant of the family Poaceae that is native to the African Savannah but is now widely distributed over many warm countries of the world
and R16F2n/R16R2 (Gundersen & Lee, 1996) . Phytoplasma infection was confirmed by the amplification of a 1200 bp 16S rDNA nPCR fragment from all symptom-bearing C. dactylon plants tested (6/6, Fig. 2) Asian countries, Sudan, Italy, and Cuba (Arocha & Jones, 2010) . To our knowledge, this is the first report of the BGWL disease and its associated phytoplasma in Kenya. The disease is significant since C. dactylon is widely used for forage and turf in the region. As the disease progresses, rangeland productivity is bound to decline. This will compromise the provision of pasture for livestock and wildlife. BGWL disease will also affect turf production and will dramatically reduce the role of turf in preventing soil erosion.
